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reception of Students at the age of fifteen, to remain till they
are eighteen; or till they are sent by the Court of Direc-
tors to their respective destinations. The Students will be
instructed, by Courses of Lectures, upon a plan similar to
that adopted in the Universities."
This shows that the founders of the College contem-
plated a much younger class of students than those
who, in after years, were trained there, and had no
clearly defined ideas as to its functions. So dis-
tinguished a Director as Mr. Charles Grant, who was
Deputy Chairman of Bthe Court of Directors in 1807
and 1808, and Chairman in 1809, spoke of the institu-
tion indifferently as a college and as a school, in a
debate at the India House, on July 5, I8O9;1 ar^(i if
the Chairman of the Court was himself uncertain, it
could hardly be expected that Dr. Henley should solve
the question. A further proof that the school idea
was paramount in the minds of those responsible for
the conduct of the institution in its early days may be
found from a consideration of the fact that, out of the
353 students admitted during the nine years of Dr.
Henley's principalship, a considerable number, at
least seven per cent, remained at the College for
more than two years. Such a length of training and
many other considerations implied a large entrance
class of boys of fifteen, and it was natural that both
the curriculum and the discipline of these early days
should differ from that of the latter days, when the
minimum entrance age was seventeen, and the course
1 " The Asiatic Annual Register " for 1809, p. 231.